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Regulations 
(continued from page 11) 





within 90 days of the final issuance of the EPA 
multi-sector permit regulations. The one-page 
notice of intent requires only basic facility infor- 
mation and the SIC codes for the industrial activi- 
ties being conducted on-site. A facility has permit 
coverage 48 hours after submitting a complete 
notice of intent. 

The multi-sector permit is, of course, only the 
most recent step in the continuing evolution of 
the stormwater regulatory program. As part of the 
ongoing Clean Water Act legislative reauthoriza- 
tion process, Congress is likely to make a number 
of changes in the present structure of the pro- 
gram. For example, the scope of the stormwater 
regulatory program may be extended beyond the 
industrial sector to large commercial facilities 
which generate heavy run-off, such as shopping 
centers. Similarly, the current exemption for small 
municipalities, with populations of less than 
100,000, is likely to be modified or eliminated. As 
a result of litigation by environmental groups, EPA 
has been directed by the courts to reconsider the 
exemption for construction sites of less than five 
acres. 

In sum, the stormwater program will continue 


to be an area of intensive activity over the next 
five years. As the new stormwater permits 
become effective, EPA can be expected to initiate 
enforcement actions to endure compliance within 
the regulated community. At the same time, the 
Clean Water Act reauthorization is certain to bring 
new authorities to EPA and, ultimately, to gener- 
ate additional regulatory efforts by the Agency. @ 
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